


FIRST CLFfSS

You're sitt ing in the First Class lounge at

Los Angeles Intern at io nal Airport , sipping

prem ium cognac , watch ing o ne of several

42 inch plasma TV screens that decorate
the private clubhouse for elit e passengers.

Complimentary snacks are plentiful and yo u

have 24/7 access to the Internet , conference

areas , newspa pers and plush furn ishings to

relax in befo re your fligh t. On board , you're

greeted by amiable flight atte ndants who

escort you to your pr iority sea t where yo u kick

back in comfort as 200 some passe nge rs settle

in. You select a cocktai l and o ne of several

enticing meals o ffered fro m the men u. O nce

airborne, you're immersed in the extravagance

of privileged travel . crisp white tablecloths,

bona fide silve rware and glassware, and

award winn ing movies to choose from . It's

the ultimate in luxury trave l and it doesn't get

muc h better than this. .. right? We ll, act ually

it does and it's ca lled the luxury of choice .

It is true th at in First Class yo u can dr ink top

of the line champagne and enjoy a de licious

mea l; however, you can't cater yo ur own feast

or have your favo rite bott le of red waiting

for you. You can choose a fligh t schedule

that best suits your needs bu t yo u can 't te ll

the pilo t whe n to depart or at whic h airpo rt

you want to land at. You ca n lay out the best

plans, but you ca n't do anything whe n yo ur

fl igh t is overbooked, delayed or cancelled .

And as soon as you step off the plane, you

line lip at baggage clai m and/or customs like

everyone else .



Planes, Trains B.Auiomooiles

N ow e ter the world uf p rivate je t travel . beyond

any imaginable first clas experience , \X/hen you

travel by private je t, you quickly learn the real
meaning of cho ice, from the lze of the aircraft to

th e loca tion o f both your d epar tu e and arriva l to

perso na lized catering . \XIiith a repo rted 500 pri ­

vate jet operators worldwide , up from only tOO

five ye ars ago, it is clear that private jetting is 10

longer just lo r rock s ta rs, celebri ties , dud lhe supe r

rich. Private jet travel is the fastest growing seg-
lent in the aviation industry and is attracting an

unprece dented number o fcustomers from high net
worth business executives and corpora tions to lei­
sure t ravelers c hoos ing a be tter travel experie nce .

Acco rd ing to the FAA, th e re is ti ll expecte d 59%

increa se in pr ivate ai r travel by the yea r 2020 ,

Such tomen tum has prompted : e industry to re

pUIIJ by lowt:rin g rates an d o fle rin g more priva te

jet: avel options for th e well-hee led trave le .

So what's driving the jet setting trend>

"' 'G' ith in (he last I I] years ,. (here's beensign ificant

rowth a a result of the deterioration of service

in th e commerc ial airl ine industry and th e unrel i ­

b il iLy or ilighls lo r business travel e rs," says Fran l

lilian, president and chief operating office r of Jet
Source, a full service aviation company based at
the McClellan -Palomar Airpor t in Carlsbad, CA.
"lt's very d ifficult to p lan a busir C55 meeting and
then have the a irlin e ove rsel l, delay o r ca ncel your

f1i ghl lO U you (.:2.I1' l g e t there."
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Anothe r obstacle associated with commercial air travel
includes the post 9/ II security scrcc nina process, a1 ­
be lt nece~~ary, that tacks 0 extra hours to an y tr ip .

f{("tw!':("n the ai rlines' requ est for you to arrive early ar

the a irp o rt , leng thy se curi ty lines and lllgh; de ay~ a t ell

all-time h igh , you could literally be spendi ng three tu
four hours in an airport before you even take oFF

Mlllan says many commercial business travelers are
forced to leave a day early in order to partic ipate III a

meeting that's potentially only a few hours long. This
impedes productivity and wastes time as top executives
and :;<11("s peop le spe d co unt less hours in airports

Roy lrwin, ge ne ral ma na ger o f Schubach Aviati on ex­

plains , "Fro m 3 busin e ss s tan dpoin t if you ca n get 10

yuur dest inat io quick ly, make your sales pitch and

close a deal in one day, there's an economi cs factor

there. We can take passengers from Carlsbad to Florida

in '1 ~'5 hou rs."

Carri e Tclitz . cha tcr operations manager at j imsair, a

C ha rter and Ianagernent C nm p;lIIy <; ay", "It [ priva te

jet t ravel] also oFFers trave lers the ab ility to make one,

twu , th ree , or lour differen t stops in one day and st ill

be home for dinner,"

Instead of maneuveri ng your way through majo r com ­

merc ial airports you can literally drive up to your

priva te aircraft and board your ight five to ten minutes

prior to take off. Your car is parked for you in a safe,

private lot. Changes and resch eduling can be made at

the last minu c. You ca n even alter your dcstinationls)

while flying due to a change in plans or unex pected

surprises. There's never a pro blem wit baggage e ither.

It's put on the plane w hen you arrive and handed to you

as you de an . Luggage weigh t is determined al ti me

of booking and depends on the size of the aircraft and

ho w many peo Ie are II inn .
c hckrcd r e cendmovethe o ec e

"O ne of the tremen dous advan tages of private jet travel

is th at the re are more than 5.000 smaller airpo rts In the

Ur Heel States for private ie s to land a: ':' says Nathalie

Bloomfield, director of marketing for Bombardier's Flex­

jet, one of the largest and more estab lished fract ional

je t ow nership providers in the U.S. "\X/hen you fly to

Dallas on a p rivate je t. you don' t have 10 fly into DFW,

you can lly ,0 Love Field , whic h is right i ll the center 0 1

Dallas an d be down to wn in less than 10 minutes."

Another perk is there an: 110 security lines. There are

no embarrassing mome nts as you get ca lled out of the

line for a more detailed search Just because you happen

to be passen ge r nu iber 137 .


