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T hree co uples travel from New York City
to St. Helen a. C alif., for a wccklong cu linary

vacation in wine country.

I' HO VIDEH S • Air travel by Bombardi er Flexj ee
(972.720.2725, ll'II'Wj/CX,it·t.wm); villa available through
Beaurifulptaces (707. 9'J6.0266. 14,.'I·.ht'illlt!{III-pl<1m.com).

GETI'L"'\C T HERE . A stretch limo scnr by BOI\l­
hardier Plexjcr-c-a fractional and flight-card provider wi th a
tiel' l of Hombard ier business jcrs-e-carrics the' travelers fmm

their homes 10 the Sig nature
Flight SUppOTt general-aviation
facility at Teterboro Airport in
New J~'r~e)'. Om.' o f the conple,
has purchased a 25-hour Hcxjcr
25 card, w h ich "gin's you acce~~

to Flexjct\ entire flight-(ard fleet," says (ulllpany vice pres­
ide nt Sylvain L~'W'\{IIl \:' . "These co uples could spread out ill
comfort in the Challenger 604, the lar gese and most
advanced member of this fleet." T ilt." t r ip to Napa County
Airport rakes abo ut five hours in tilt' hfJ-I. and the $ 147,000
round-trip fee is applied to the $30'), 'J(It) cos t of the' card. A

limo sent by Beauuf iill'Iaces transports the couples to St.
Hdell ~ , about 45 minu tes away.

VI LLA • " W he n couples travel toge ther, they want a place
tha t's going to inspire rbvm to spend time tOb't.,ther and renew
frit'll<.hhips." SJy~ Liza Gr.I\"t'S, tht' owner and heCld of market­

ing for the Sonoma, Cahf- baw d vacation-rentals company

lkauti fi.l IPbn:~ . For th is gmup, Gra,,1:'~ says. thar spot is Vi sta
del Lago, anew, Tuscan-style, four -bedroom villa set Ull 120
acres overlooking Lake Hennevsey. "T here are plenty of
hang-out spaces," ~ays Graves, noting the home's indoor and

outdoor kitchens and living and dini ng rooms.Beaunfiul'laccs
hires ~t.ltr for Vista del L.l.go, which rents for a h.lst" rare of
52U,300 per week. based Oil each client's specifications. "Por
this group," >;;Iys Grave'S. "I'd recommend somebody 10 pro­
vide housekeeping and light cooking, and to 1\111 e rr.l]ld..~:'

EXPER IE;\;CE _ Graves also suggests tha t the couples

bring 111 var-ious che'f~ for a true s,1.l1lpling of Napa Valley's
culinary ddight~. "We would arrange very specia l menus,"
she says. "They might say, 'We want an incre dible Syrah ­
p.lir ing memr,' or 'W\:, want som\:'thing incredihly eclectic:
We' call arrange for someone like chef D ouglas Keane from
the M ich elin- two-star restaurant Cyrm in H ealdsbur g to
come' to the villa.rThe couples ,\I~o would have the oppor­
tu nity to sample vintages with some of Napa Valley's lead ­
ing wincmakcrs.vImagiuc sitt ing by that pool and having a
private tavting," G raves S.l)'S. addutg tha t Andy Erickson,
winemakcr at the lcgcudarv, closed-to-the-public winery
Scream ing Eagle. could wrvc as host,Wine-related activities

off-silt" m ight include "working ebc
harvest, either pic king gr,lpe~ or partici ­
pating in blending," she says, "and we
can arrange for a winema ker to produce
a custom blend.rShould the Newvorkers
find wine-country living a bit slow, they

can pick up the paCe' at Sonoma's
lnfinco n R aceway. where Grave~ and
her staff will arrange pr ivate dr iving les­
sons and the o pportu ni ty to race' the
2.52-mile, l z-turn course.
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